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He did not indulge much in description, saying on one
occasion, "Landscape-letters are things to me impos-
sible/' but when he did so, he touched the characteristics
of a'scene with wonderful felicity.'

It would be difficult to publish a just selection of the
letters, because in the first place they are very allusive,
and require a good deal of explanatory comment, and
in the second place they are so interwoven with small
personal detail as to render selection very difficult.

Eossetti, when younger, liked writing, " even busi-
ness letters," as he once said. In early days at Oheyne
Walk he designed an elaborate device for his letter-
paper,1 and had it printed on fine handmade paper;
but with characteristic indolence about small matters,
when the original stock was exhausted, it was seldom
or never replenished, and many of the letters are
written on any paper he could get hold of at a moment's
notice. In later life he found writing more tiresome,
and there are many allusions in his letters to his own
dilatoriness as a correspondent. His handwriting was
at first small, and almost niggling, but he acquired, as
years went on, a fine, masterful, clear hand, very bold
in sweep and outline, which only at the end grew
tremulous and uncertain. The greater part of the
family letters take their origin in some matter of
small business or domestic arrangement, but those
which he wrote to Allinghana have much more de-
liberate criticism of a light kind; he wrote freely of
the books he was reading, and of the people among
whom he was living.

1A double circle, containing on the right his monogram, and
on the left a flourishing tree with the motto FKANGAS WON
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